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they were determined to do all they could to confine
them to the narrow strip of territory between the At-
lantic and the Allegheny Mountains.    The French, in
fact, wanted everything they could get, but they did
not want all this new territory to be the home of French-
men. The new empire was to be for the glory of France.
They wanted to enjoy the rich fur trade, and they de-
sired to convert the Red Men to the Christian religion,
but they had no intention of bringing their wives and
families across the Atlantic, and so building up a second
French nation in the New World.   If the French had
had their way the development of the continent would
have followed a totally different course, and there would
today have been no powerful United States of America.
Now compare the English motives for settling in the
New World with those of France and Spain.   They did
not seek gold or any particular form of wealth.   They
did not make a point of converting the savages.   What
they wanted were houses, and villages, and towns to
live in.   They wanted a new country where they might
be free from religious persecution, where they could
rear their children as English children were reared,
speaking the English tongue, and carrying on the cus-
toms and traditions of their forefathers.    So while the
Spaniard " made his pile"  and returned  to Spain,
while the Frenchman, wishing to have a wife, married
an Indian squaw and reared a family of half-breeds,
the object of the British emigrants was something quite
different.   They wanted homes, and spurred on by this
desire, they flocked across the Atlantic, bringing with
them  their wives  and children,   their  furniture  and